covering the Saratov, Stalingrad and Chkalov regions; and
the Karaganda Experimental Station,, covering Kazakhstan.
Early in 1939, a conference of potato experts from all
over the Soviet Union was held in Odessa., the soil around
which had for so long been fatal for potatoes.
Here the five years' struggle against the degeneration
of potatoes was summed up. Delegates spoke about the record
potato crops obtained in the Ukrainian villages and Don
stanitsas, and about the potato fields in Turkmenia.
The   victory   was   astounding.
The Ideya Ilyicha Kolkhoz, near Melitopol, gathered
tubers weighing over a kilo each. "Our kolkhozniks had
never seen such potatoes before." In October, the Dvigatel
Kolkhoz and Dimitrov Kolkhoz, in the Frunze District,
dug up thirty tons of potatoes per hectare. The Lenin Kolkhoz
in the Slobodzeisk District dug up as much as fifty tons per
hectare. And a woman kolkhoznik named Khudolii had
for the third year running obtained over seventy tons per
hectare.
Nor was there any need to stop planting potatoes in
the spring. Not "for breeding," of course. "Spring" po-
tatoes grown from sound "summer" tubers were used only for
the kitchen. Thus, in the South, they got two potato crops
in the year.
They were already thinking of sending the first, the
very earliest, crop to the North, to Moscow and Leningrad,
to get there only a little later than the flocks of migrating
birds which hastened from the South.
Meanwhile, the summer-planting area kept on expanding,
and before the war the number of hectares so planted ran
into six figures. Potatoes were planted in the summer not
only in the Ukraine, but also in the southeastern regions
of the country, in Transcaucasia, and in Central Asia.
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